


eee tier eee 


A ea 












PANESE HISTORY 
ATTRAC TI a 


IRONIC Stem re Meer im tiem TUCO mie! work lor the Shogun of the dark (who rules 
the criminal underworld), the shadowy figure 


NUMA RO Mm ECORI LEreCo tie Sole 
mr Aro iene cy ri ci ran behind plot. He is ce by a a rey tel 
) man who then slowly poisons him and tells 
SO en Uther tele ieme ces tuar tO lp eerie 
i lind out who's behind the plot to 
overthrow the Shogun - the old 
man is a nuya working tor the 


n odd title for a video. Lots of 
ninjas but no scroll! This anime is set 
in the feudal 
Tokugawa 
period of 
Japan (late 








Rite Comes: OPERAS ese : 
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16th to late : eee 
MOTOS Graeme eer CCM Ailes 
eat : What follows 1s a series of set- 
century) piece fights between Jubei and a 
plethora of supematural warriors, 


YOR MEER aoey 


ATOR OVEN DRmUy TORO) Temi 
course of the film explain exactly 
what's going on. Also, just to stop 
Vleet ume cota Chere mltecomiite 
love interest between Jubei and 
Kagero (who pops up again) where Eo 
you discover that her entire body is 
: poisonous to the touch! Probably 
the best fight is between Jubei and a blind 
swordsman in a bambvo lorest. The whole 
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i ee mime emt) et 
masterless ninja called 
Jubei who sells his skills to 
the highest bidder or just 
cause. He becomes 


embroiled in a plot to mm) Ply 
overthrow the ruling shogunate when —pelieved to 


he rescues Kagero, a female ninja 
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be a spy for the yovernment, Jubei 


is allacked by supernatural assassins who 
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piece is fast paced, well 
choreographed and excellently 
directed. Not forgetting the 
little twist at the end, Superb! 
PUNO imtiriarypuacomrinaetnt 
the other fights are rubbish. 


The whole film has a stylish 
Alpe COe ome LeU e erin nice 
and the direction throughout 1s 
well handled. | understand 
that there Were some 
problems with the translation 
from 17th century Japanese to 
nylish and that does show at 
some points, but on the whole 
it's not terrible. Maybe it 
should have been dubbed 
more like Arislan, you know, 




























like to see animated people kicking the stufling out 
of each other (especially at the end) then maybe this 
is one for you. 
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‘There is a lot of stuff written about ninjas and most 
of itis probably wrong! It's obvious they were used 











ee a ; AEH EM DUOMO eer mri COerMleCOlmaNAmOtHL 
j hike theold /dashing Blade Reren aE Ee their main work was spying and intelligence 


gathering, but this doesn't make tor exciting anime 
does it? There is very little real information on 
ninja that doesn't seem to have some form of 
supernatural element to it, which only helps to 
maintain the myth of the ninja as being something 
more than human, It's a good job for Eric Van 
Lustbader, too! 


used to show on Saturday momings when | 

was akid. Then again,maybe not. [like the 
fact that you fave to watch it to follow what's 
happening. No character just tells you what's - 
poing oll and | preter that. For those of you 
RIMTee TMC OUMCTT MTC RrTS ety enrien Comic ae ve ae 
LET) ay is : Se ok =. : ae a 


PU er HT IHNG Conners TIC UMMn Nemo IRS Rice arts : 
expected trom Yoshiaki Kawajirt (who also aa, 
did Afonster City, Wicked City and Cyber Bes 
(‘ity Oedo) and even though he doesn't do the = 
character designs on this one (like he did on | 
the rest) his influence can still be seen 
throughout them all. Despite all the good 
things I've said there's something about it I'm 
just not sure of. Having seen Kawayjiri's other 
stull, Ninja Scroll just doesn't seem quite as 
a ~ together as his earlier work. Was I 

expecting too much? Maybe I'm 

just jaded. If you've got 

fourteen quid to 
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beginnings as a Bronze 
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Mi Scroll isn't the only one that deals 
with these themes. In Japan there's a 
UOC La aC 
PT aOR LOLA a MELLO 
Pome ern ae 
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Ninjas using mystic weapons to slay demons Not an insult! A title. Dark Schneider, the — | Hl @ 7 ] it i | D 6) t S 
that work for Oda Nobunaga (a real historical most powerful (and psychotic) exploder : 
person who was instrumental in forming the wizard is trapped in the body of Luche, a Based on Japanese literature this one is about 
Tokugawa Shogunate) as he rises in power small boy and only the kiss of a virgin can al princess Whose clan 1s destroyed by a rival 


AUC ELD eCen get) prt tet 
(which he did). Bases 
itself more im fact and a 
lot of mention of real 
historical events. Good 
story and animation. 
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The Greek gods have 
HOAe) eer euaarets 
warriors are (called 
saints) the hardest of the 
hard. This t.v. series 
eA V CO mr ecorara oe 
followed one saint's 
CUI MAD eRcnlo 
glory from his lowly 


clan. During the destruction of the 
clan's castle, the princess's dog 1s 
also killed. Its soul is split into 
eight parts which are reincarnated 
as eight warriors Who eventually 
meet and go on a revenge kick 
against the opposing clan. 


Dagger of Kamui 


Based on comic strip which ran for 
pier Vesert 1) (Oe Rote | : 
set in 19th 
century Japan. 
The ninja 
Kamu 15 
agi eaee 
escape lrom 
oe Se <j his clan, learn 
Saint to become a powertul Gold Saint while release him. When the acolytes of the evil VEO nny TO) grog TEE ErITDLGE 
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having the living phlegm kicked out of him goddess Anthrathrax come a calling on the discover the secret of a : 
every episode! Whole fights lasted several _ kingdom of Metallicane, Luche may be the mystic dagger in his 
episodes at a time. : , key to their salvation or ultimate destruction! possession. 





PLOT. Gi li 


toe | The ae Intt i aE rt iano) Tt ti) te LSC rd ARB) tet steed nen neers Seen ern = a —— — SS OOOEOEAETESrETESESEE —— Eee 


